to 23 weeks they were subjected to two levels of limited feeding. Then the most restricted birds were fed ad libitum a diet containing 2 . 7 kcalig and the less restricted a diet with 3 . 1 kcal/g. The energy intake was not related to nutrient density. Though laying at a higher rate, the W hens had a slightly poorer feed efficiency that was partly explained by their higher weight and weight gain. A similar difference was already apparent from 2 to 1 6 weeks of age ; the M pullets grew faster and had a lower energy expenditure than W pullets fed the same amount of food. This difference -pronounced only with the most restricted birds -therefore concerns the utilization of metabolisable energy. Some additionnal work is needed to explain its causes.
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